ADELE 



BƐDƖRƐ
(common spelling)




(linguistically correct spelling)

people name          
Bɛdɩrɛ (sing Ɛdɩrɛ) – meaning  “great ones” or “bigger ones”)

   to others               
Ghana Bɛdɩrɛ call Togo Bɛdɩrɛ Batalala (dwellers in the upper land)  



Togo Bɛdɩrɛ call Ghana Bɛdɩirɛ  “Batɩntɩnla” (dwellers in the lower land)

language                  
Gɩdɩrɛ

home area                
Gɩdɩrɛ-fɩɩ

other local peoples  
Akyode, Animere

popn in Ghana  
11,000 (estimate)

main town                
Dutukpene

name of God            
Wurubware

principal local gods    
Efriko (male; shrine in Dikpongo) Nayo (female; in Dikpelewu)  

main occupation      
farming

location
9 villages in Nkwanta District, south of Nkwanta town; also 14-15 villages in Togo in the Blitta Prefecture. The two communities are separated by a 10 km climb over  the 600-800m high Kyabobo Mountain range, or by a 350 km road journey.

POPULAR INTRODUCTION

ADELE POPULATION
Table 1
ADELE - COMPARED BY YEAR

	
	1984 estimate
	2000 Census
	2003 Ethnolog  estimate
	2006 Josh Project est
	2007 Adinyah estimate

	3 N Regions
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other 7 Regions
	
	
	
	
	

	GHANA 
	c 8,400
	no figure
	11,000
	10,730
	14,000

	TOGO
	
	
	12,000
	
	


Table 2
ADELE - COMPARED BY REGION   [please give estimates of migrant groups]
	 Northern regions

	Upper East
	Upper West
	Northern
	NORTH TOTAL

	
	
	
	

	Southern regions

	Western
	Central
	Greater Accra
	Volta

	
	
	
	

	Eastern
	Ashanti
	Brong Ahafo
	SOUTH TOTAL

	
	
	
	

	GHANA Total
	
	
	11,000


MIGRATION


By 1986 about 5% of Adele had migrated, mostly to get clerical jobs. Formerly they returned home for the annual yam festival, but attendance is declining. By 2010 the proportion of migrants had risen to   [?? 10%?]

There was an Adele Youth Association in Accra in 1986 – by 2007 it was called an Adele Union [please give details of branches, activities, and branch secretaries]
LANGUAGE


Language family and group     Gɩdɩrɛ (also Gadrɛ, Se-dɩrɛ, Adele) is a Kwa language of the Central Volta sub-group. Gɩdɩrɛ has no related language, but has a few similarities of pronunciation to Sekpele (Likpe, near Hohoe) and Basila (northern Togo).


Language use    [Which denominations use the Adele NT in their Sunday services and other meetings? Is Adele taught in any schools?]

Dialects    The two main dialects are Upper Gɩdɩrɛ in Togo and Lower Gɩdɩrɛ in Ghana. The speech of Tutukpene has names and expressions influenced by Nawuri and Krachi. In Kecheibi the Animere have been absorbed into Adele culture and have developed a dialect of their own.

LITERACY/BIBLE TRANSLATION

	project started by GILLBT 


	         NT started                          
	NT printed


	Literacy students enrolled
	year OT started

books done

	1980
	
	1996 and 2001
	number? ?
	?


ORIGINS, HISTORY, AND CLAN STRUCTURE


The Bɛdɩre have several stories of origin.


Alternative 1     Seven original ancestors, five men and two women, descended from the Creator Wurubware (or Nabwale) by a very long and mighty chain. Wurubware gave them two lesser gods, Efriko and Nayo, through whom they were to relate to him. 


Since many or most Bɛdɩrɛ accept this account, they obey the rules passed on to them through their priests, and accept and pay the penalties imposed on them. Many church members mix traditional practices with Christian convictions. [has there been any change in this?]

Alternative 2    They claim to have come down from heaven bringing with them their two gods, Nayo and Efriko; they were five men and five women.  Their first home was a place called Dibenkpa; as their number grew they founded new settlements, which have become the Adele towns of the present day.


Alternative 3     They escaped from a cruel king through a hollow in a city wall, and migrated along coastal areas till Efriko and Nayo led them inland to what is now central Volta Region and Togo. From there they moved north to their present locations in Ghana and Togo. Their first settlement was at Dibenkpa, in the forest near the present Ghana-Togo border. 


The Bɛdɩrɛ on both sides of the border trace their ancestry to five grandfathers and two grandmothers, each known for specific qualities, and each constituting a separate clan, named as follows: Bewele, Babanla, Betemangbile, Benyitala, Babanla, Begeŋenwola, and  Benumala.  [how are the clans affected by the border?]

Some towns consist of only one sub-tribe, others of two or more.

AUTHORITY


The chief of Dutukpene automatically becomes paramount.  Village chiefs are appointed by the elders of the royal clan with the agreement of the whole town.



The Bɛdɩrɛ are not subject to any other tribe.


The clan heads sit with the chief and other as a council. (RK) 

There are separate amanhene for the Ghana and Togo communities.

INHERITANCE

Inheritance is patrilineal   A man inherits land, house, and property from his father: a woman can also inherit land and house from her father and clothes and cooking utensils from her mother. 


Marriage of widows    Anyone outside the family may marry a widow.

MIGRATION


About 5 per cent of the Adele people have migrated, mostly to get clerical jobs. Formerly they returned home for the annual yam festival, but attendance is declining. 


There was an Adele Youth Association in Accra in 1986 – by 2007 it was called an Adele Union [please give details of branches, activities, and branch secretaries]

COMPOUNDS


The Adele live in nucleated villages of small compounds; in urban areas the distance between compounds is determined by the town council, in rural areas it is about 6 metres.  Each compound accommodates a family or extended family of about 15 people on average, and has one main courtyard including a separate kitchen and round animal pens with open thatch shelter. 


Before 1960 huts were mostly round and thatched; since then there has been a trend towards square or rectangular rooms roofed with metal sheets; however round rooms are still built. The first wife has the room nearest to the man.

FARMING 


Most farms are outside the village at a distance of up to 2 to 10 km.  The main crops are yams, cassava, plantain, cocoyam, beans, rice, and ingredients for stews such as agushie which is planted in between the main crops.  


Larger-scale farmers used tractors in the 1970s especially for rice farms; most farmers turned bto bullock-ploughing in the 1980s, but that is now less common. Grain is stored in granaries on the farm or in the compound.


There is a dawning awareness that bush burning is destroying the ecology, but no serious measures are being taken to limit the damage


Hunting   Gun licences have been compulsory since the Konkomba-Nanumba conflict in 1994. Though hunting bush animals has been limited in this way, game is still shot without restraint - antelope, deer, bush cow, bush pig, grasscutter, etc. 

TRADE AND DAILY LIFE


Crafts practised include basket making, mat-making, pottery, cotton spinning, and wood carving. Up to the 1980s basket-making was taught in schools, but this ceased after the change to the new education system around 1987.


Markets follow a 7-day cycle and are held in (please name towns and days)


Water    Since the 1990s water has been obtained from  boreholes rather than from rivers.


Firewood is collected from the bush. Some villages are now planting their own wood-lots to provide firewood


Education    “Half of the 400 Tutukpene school-age children attend school, 150 in primary school, 50 in middle school” (RK 1992). 


Transport     There are GPRTU buses from Nkwanta to the following destinations: daily – Hohoe, Accra, Kadjebi, Brewaniase, Kue, Keri, Domanko, Kpassa, Bonakye, Kabiti, Dambai, Kecheibi (2007).

[which Adele villages have electricity?]

RELIGION

	estimated %age
	Traditional
	Muslim
	Christian
	No religion

	1986
	80+
	10+
	2+
	

	2006
	10
	60
	30
	


[please correct 2010 figures]

Traditional Religion

Wurubware is the name for God, the title also used by the neighbouring Chumburung and Achode. Nabware (merciful mother), is the name used in Togo. but Nana Kwaku Nsannah, a divisional chief of the Adele, interviewed by Brant in the 1980s, claimed this name was also used in Ghana. A popular Gɩdɩrɛ proverb is Wurubwarɛ wɔ ni ɛɛn ta lulu (God’s creation does not get lost).


Local gods  (bekpen sing. ekpen)    Since the Adele believe their own gods Nayo and Efriko were sent down at the beginning together with their ancestors, they perform ceremonies for them at shrines in the bush. Efriko is male and its site is Dikpongo. Nayo is female and is in Dikpelewu (“on the hill”). In addition each village has its own bekpen. The Ekpente-Ɛndɩrɛ (chief priest of Efriko) lives in Dadiase.  [does this contradict the information on page 1?]

The attitude to Efriko is illustrated by the proverb Efriko-bibe di dɩkɛrɛkɛ, benangya bɛn taa talɩ be duru dɩ (Efriko provides protection).


Each village has its own gods in addition.


In about 1987, sacrifices were offered to the abɔsom to break the taboo against education and travel.



Oku-oku is a popular women's cult associated with the python. It is forbidden to kill pythons, which are common in the rocky hills of this area; if one is killed the Oku-oku cult must give it a ceremonial burial.  The women spend some hours in the bush "seeking forgiveness", and return with an account of why the python died.


Adding members to Oku-oku is by arrest - both single and married women may  be arrested – followed by travel to Agbandi, 31 km SW of Blitta in Togo, and a two-week stay there. During this period the new members are called aleri and are allowed to wear only a very old short cloth. Formerly the party had to go and come on foot, which took two weeks. More recently they have gone by lorry, provided they do not touch a man on the journey. 


Parties of new members were taken from Chaiso in 1974, from Kecheibi in 1978, and from Dadieso in 1980 [when is the last time this custom of arresting was performed?]  
The ceremonies include a washing called Bɛ tiyi bɛ meaning “taking out” (ie from imprisonment).


When a member dies the Oku-oku members go to Efriko in the forest. In 2000 an Oku-oku member accepted Christ and burned her okele (talisman) not long before she died. Cult members said she could not go to Efriko because of her Christian decision, and that therefore she did not know where to go. [John Ofori has more information on Oku-Oku on his computer – can he please make that available?]


Sacrifices to gods/fetishes are offered at their shrines annually as decided by the priest, so that the town may be peaceful and that there may be rain. Costs of the sacrifice are shared among the various families. [Do Christians opt out of this or are they bound to contribute?]


Special sacrifices are offered to appease the ancestors in case it is believed that the town has been defiled in any way, for instance if blood is spilled in a fight. After such an incident a ram must be sacrificed to the god to purify the town.


Ancestors    The priest may call on the ancestors by pouring libation. If they are thought to be angry for any reason a sacrifice may be made as well. Libations or sacrifices may also be offered by elders.

Christianity 
	towns/villages
	AOG
	Ap
	ARS
	Cath
	CA
	COP
	EP
	SDA
	Mosq
	Pr Pl
	Imam



	1986
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	total congs 
	
	
	3
	9
	3
	5
	7
	7
	3
	
	

	tot pastors/priests
	
	
	2
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2010
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chiaso
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dadiase
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Deflemkpa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Koranta
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Odumasi
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tutukpene
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	total congs 2010
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



In 1986, 9 localities listed had a total of 37 congregations of various churches:

There are churches in most Adele towns but traditional sacrifices continue alongside the profession of Christian faith.  The Catholic Church is appreciated for the clinics and schools it has brought. Many new churches have been started in the past 20 years, including the Church of Pentecost and the Christian Assemblies. The newer churches appear to be growing faster  than the older denominations.

Islam

Islam has come into the area more recently. In 1986 there were three roofed mosques in various towns, but most Muslims were traders from other tribes, not Adele. [who can give an account of the  growth of Islam since 1986, and the number of mosques, praying places, imams, and mallams now?] 
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